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Meeting Summary 

 
This was the third public workshop for the Rensselaer Plateau Regional Conservation Plan 
project.  Approximately 35 people attended the meeting which was facilitated by Behan 
Planning and Design. Michael Welti from Behan Planning and Design gave a PowerPoint 
Presentation that started with a brief introduction to the plateau and the Rensselaer Plateau 
Alliance (RPA).  The bulk of the presentation focused on providing a summary of the Draft 
Regional Conservation Plan.  The Draft Plan document was completed earlier in March and it was 
made available for public review on the RPA’s website several days prior to the workshop.  Mr. 
Welti explained that comments and suggestions about the draft plan would be collected at this 
meeting and would continue to be collected by the RPA via mail or email through May 1st.     
 
Following the presentation, the audience was asked to provide initial feedback about the draft 
plan. The following is a summary of the suggestions and other comments that were made. 
   

 Vernal pools, reptiles etc. – were these included in the ecological assessment? vernal 
pools yes; rare species in development 

 Is there a comprehensive list of animals available? focus is on rare species 
 Have municipalities indicated that they will make changes to their plans or land use 

regulations in response to this plan? Not yet 
o This might be a great topic for a continuing education course; workshops 

about planning and development approaches for local boards 
 Connection of the Plateau to the rest of the region? 

o How can that be fostered? 
o i.e. what streams connect to larger rivers in area? 

 Can we consider extending the study area eastward? Connecting more to off-plateau 
 Changing certain local requirements - i.e. street standards – would help with more 

creative (low impact) development  
 There is a lack of knowledge about what’s here; i.e. water resources 

o Need to highlight what the plateau has to offer – the plan is a good start 
o His business (canoe/kayak) has served as resource for this kind of information 
o Commends the RPA for not “telling people what to do, but offering ideas; that 

will be critical for acceptance of the Plan 
 There is tremendous value in stronger regional identification 



 
 

 
 

o Good news for towns from an economic/cultural standpoint and for towns 
looking for grants 

 Great opportunities for fishing – make this more apparent to people on and off the 
plateau 

 Taconic Lake group – how do you become a member of RPA? 
 Encouragement of cluster homes – this idea needs more education/awareness – work 

with local boards to explain how this works 
 Thanks to the RPA for this volunteer effort 
 Aging community – need more younger people involved in this type of conservation 

work 
 Branding of the plateau is a great idea. 
 Are there plans for educational programs for younger people? 

o Yes, integrating information about the history and ecology of the plateau into 
school curricula is a goal; taking better advantage of local resources such as 
Dyken and Grafton (field trips) 

o Service learning project – help with funding. 
 Has there been any notification to schools about the plan being available for review? 

o Should be sent directly to the science teachers 
 May 1st is short time period for collecting feedback – it takes time to get the word 

out to people and it misses the chance to get input from summer residents 
 Concern about bringing too many people to the plateau – emphasis in the plan about 

increasing tourism, etc.   At some point we could damage the resources we are trying 
to protect. 

 
Once everyone had an opportunity to provide their thoughts and suggestions, the formal part of 
the evening’s meeting was adjourned.  Informal discussion among participants and with 
members of the board of the RPA continued over food and beverages.   

 

 


