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Taconic mountains – folded and faulted klippe of a nappe comprised of
sedimentary and low-grade metamorphic rocks

folded & faulted – bent and broken

klippe  - isolated rock unit that is the erosional remnant of a nappe

nappe  - sheet-like, out-of-place rock unit that has moved on 
a predominantly horizontal surface by faulting or folding

sedimentary – shale, sandstone, limestone

low-grade metamorphic -
slate
phyllite
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Taconic slice root zone

Taconics are shifty, rootless mountains



Lake Bomoseen syncline



Fold in Indian River slate



Giddings Brook thrust fault surface
Bald Mt. near Saratoga Park



Folded rock just above the Giddings Brook thrust fault surface



Taconic Melange – chaotic mixture of pebble to block-sized angular to rounded
rock fragments in sandy to muddy matrix



Limestone block in melange



Pillow basalt, Starks Knob, Schuylerville



Indian River slate



Sheldon Slate Co. quarry, Granville
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Austen Glen Fm, Livingston slice



Austen Glen Fm
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Nassau Fm – Giddings Brook slice



Nassau Fm



Nassau Fm
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Rensselaer Fm, coarse phase



Rensselaer Fm, coarse and fine



L

GB R B

E
C

Geologic Map of the area 
east of Albany



Rensselaer Fm – Rensselaer slice



Rensselaer Fm
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Stockbridge Fm – in place



Stockbridge Fm



Stockbridge Fm
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Walloomsack Fm – Chatham slice



Walloomsack Fm
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Sliver of carbonate rock (Stockbridge) in Nassau Fm



L

GB R B

E
C

Geologic Map of the area 
east of Albany



Nassau Fm – Giddings Brook slice



Nassau Fm
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Austerlitz Fm – Berlin slice



Austerlitz phyllite



L

GB R B

E
C

Geologic Map of the area 
east of Albany



Austerlitz Fm – Everett slice



Austerlitz Fm – Everett slice
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Berkshires



Serving the people of New York
for 174 years









Taconic Orogeny

Crustal shortening
= 600 km at least






