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In a year that tested us all, you kept hope alive
As your land trust, RPA is committed to working with and serving our community today and for the 
long term. Together with you—our members, volunteers, and supporters—we are building hope 
even through the most troubling times. 

While 2020 tested this shared effort more than ever, with both the COVID-19 pandemic and the 
unearthing of racial inequities in America and the outdoors, it also highlighted how irreplaceable 
time in nature really is for healthy human communities.  

I’ll never forget how, when the shutdowns and virus surges hit Rensselaer County and people 
needed places outdoors to exercise, relax, and draw strength, RPA’s lands were there for them—
because of people like you. 

Your commitment and compassion made it all possible. 
Amazingly, this energy for community-driven change did not dwindle in 2020. And I can see why. 
People need healthy forests, clean water, and accessible trails as much as the land depends on our 
stewardship and foresight. 

This is what motivated masked-up volunteers to work for nine days straight in a heat wave to build 
a new trail at Barberville Falls, giving people access to this beautiful place throughout the summer.

A record number of land conservation projects are now in the queue, safeguarding and connecting 
key forest areas for wildlife, water quality, and recreation. 

This summer, the RPA board and staff made a commitment to work toward a more inclusive 
outdoors where all people, regardless of race, are welcome and safe on our trails. We’ve started 
with regular readings and discussions in which we examine our own implicit biases. From there, 
we can begin to create a space that is safe for our entire community. 

The pandemic isn’t behind us, and access to nature is not yet equal. Development pressure is rising 
in Rensselaer County due to Covid’s impact on our cities. The risks of flooding, habitat loss, and 
other effects of climate change aren’t going away.

But neither is the will to stand for what is most important—healthy and equitable human 
communities intertwined with clean air and water and a thriving local ecology. 

Thank you for keeping this hope alive. Together, we are building the world we want to live in and 
pass on to future generations.

With gratitude and respect, 

Jim Bonesteel
Executive Director, Rensselaer Plateau Alliance
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Two families, one forest, and a gift to the future
When Karen Arndt learned that her grandparents’ former house was for sale about five years ago, 
she knew she had to buy it and fix it up. As a girl, she’d spent summer vacations and weekends 
exploring the surrounding woods, climbing big white pine trees, and picking blueberries in the 
28-acre wetland. 

Karen was happy to have this beloved home back in the family, but she was worried about what 
would happen to the forest and wetland, which no longer belonged with the house. 

“This fall, my daughter took a walk behind the house and found some trees marked with yellow 
tape,” Karen explains. “Really hoping that it wasn’t being surveyed for development, I left a note 
on one of the trees with my number. I got a call a few days later from RPA and found out that the 
land had been donated for conservation and that volunteers were clearing a hiking trail. I was 
thrilled.” 

Karen can thank Alejandro (Alex) Gutierrez and Lucia Skwarek. In 1994, a 65-acre parcel—
including Karen’s childhood pines and wetland—came up for sale. They walked the land and saw 
seven great blue heron nests in the wetland.

“We were sold,” Lucia says, looking back. “When our children were young, we carried them in 
backpacks on the land. When they were older, we loved to catch salamanders in the marsh.”

In summer 2020, they donated the entire property to RPA. With their kids grown, they weren’t 
using the land as often and were also concerned for its future in the face of development pressure. 

Lucia and Alex were inspired in part by Albert Family Community Forest in East Nassau. Their hope 
is for the site—now called Gutierrez Family Forest—to become a place for the community and for 
it to be part of a network of conserved forestland. 

On a sunny afternoon in November, Karen, Alex, and Lucia met on the land and walked the new 
trail together, through the pines and along the wetland. Karen showed old photos of her house 
in 1950, then an abandoned barn. The barn was transformed by her grandparents into a home—
through decades of hard work— before leaving the family. 

“The house was out of my family for around 30 years,” Karen says, “and to be able to bring it back 
is indescribable. Now to have the forest immediately surrounding our little parcel protected for 
wildlife and available for people to enjoy is just amazing.”

Karen plans to keep the house in the family as her grandparents wanted, and for it to again be a 
place where her cousins and extended family members can gather. Thanks to Alex and Lucia’s 
donation—and support from RPA’s members and volunteers—children will be falling in love with 
big old pines and picking blueberries for years to come. 

“Really hoping that it wasn’t being surveyed for development, I left 
a note on one of the trees...I got a call a few days later from RPA 
and found out that the land had been donated for conservation 
and that volunteers were clearing a hiking trail. I was thrilled.” 
        —Karen Arndt, neighbor to Guiterrez Family Forest

“We were sold. When our children were young, we carried them in 
backpacks on the land. When they were older, we loved to catch 
salamanders in the marsh.” —Lucia, land donor 

Lucia Skwarek and Alex Gutierrez (left and middle) met Karen Arndt (right) on the land they all
love. In 2020, Lucia and Alex donated a beautiful 65-acre forest with a sensitive wetland.
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When Molly Freiberg and her husband 
Clement moved to East Nassau from 
Philadelphia in late 2018, she hoped to find 
community and a place to put down roots.

Molly’s career as a social worker in hospice 
and palliative care had left her emotionally 
depleted. She needed to unwind and heal. 
Moving to the Capital Region for Clement’s 
job, the couple chose the Rensselaer Plateau 
for its wild and peaceful natural setting.

That winter, she opened the paper and found 
an announcement for a New Year’s hike at 
Poestenkill Community Forest. “That’s perfect!” 
she remembers thinking.

On a chilly morning with 
a dusting of fresh snow, 
Molly and Clement met 
a lively group of RPA 
members and volunteers 
for the hike. It was just 
the kind of welcoming 
community she was 
looking for. 

So much so that she 
now works with RPA as 
Community Engagement Manager. A Kripalu-
certified Mindful Outdoor Guide, she has been 
holding monthly mindful nature walks at the 
community forests and other RPA lands. 

Molly’s walks include the practice of “forest 
bathing,” or Shinrin-yoku, a Japanese tradition 
that became a therapeutic treatment for stress 
in Japan and then spread across the globe. 

The walks encourage participants to slow 
down, use all their senses, and engage more 
fully with nature. Studies show that this kind of 
present-centered awareness calms the central 
nervous system and can help reduce stress and 
physical pain. 

Jennifer, a regular attendee of the walks, 
reflects, “In times of anxiety and strife, 
nature helps me feel calm, clear, and 
hopeful. It truly is the best medicine.”

Reaching new communities with 
nature-based mindfulness 
With the goal of helping to address 
community problems and foster empathy 
and understanding through conservation, 
Molly has been building new partnerships 
and holding mindful nature programs with 
area organizations. 

Groups like the NOpiates Committee, the 
Alzheimer’s Association of Northeastern 
New York, and the New York Master 

Teacher’s Program 
have all tapped into 
the uplifting power 
of these outdoor 
immersion programs. 

The NOpiates 
Committee, a 
local grassroots 
organization that 
raises addiction 
and prevention 

awareness and supports those who have 
been affected by substance use disorders, 
was particularly drawn to the idea of 
connecting with nature’s healing qualities. 
 
In Rensselaer County, the opioid epidemic 
has derailed the lives of many. Between 
2012 and 2019, the county lost 169 people 
to overdoses. And the pandemic has made 
this worse. In the eight months between 
January 1 and August 31, 2020, 54 county 
residents died from overdose. 

For NOpiates cofounders Tim and Kim 
Murdick, who lost their son Sean to an 
accidental overdose in 2015, partnering 

Finding solace and support in nature

“In the woods, I can feel free 
even when life is overwhelming. 
I can feel amazed, calmed, 
connected, and restored. 
Sharing this experience and joy 
with others is even better.”
          —Molly Freiberg

with Molly was a chance to create something 
uniquely safe for the people they serve. “Time 
in nature with others who share similar feelings 
and experiences is a unique gift,” Kim says. 

A place to connect
On a blustery Saturday morning in November, 
Molly and Sandy Wilson, also a Mindful 
Outdoor Guide, gathered with Tim, Kim and 
almost 20 community members affected 
in some way by addiction at Poestenkill 
Community Forest. 

Molly and Sandy started the walk at Dorothy’s 
Equal Access trail. As they crossed the bridge 
over a wetland, Molly invited participants to 
let go of anything they didn’t want to carry for 
the next few hours. The group walked slowly, 
breathed deeply, and noticed new sights, 
smells, sounds and textures.

There was also time to share feelings of grief 
and stories of recovery. Some mentioned 
feeling at ease for the first time in a while, 
with positive childhood memories of outdoor 
experiences coming to mind.  

Others expressed how connecting to the 
forest that day could support them on their 
journey of healing. 

For Kim, the walk offered a peaceful 
experience to draw from in the future. “As 
a parent of a child who passed from an 
accidental overdose, I often carry many 
feelings that can be difficult to share. 
Entering the forest, I decided to listen to 
Molly and leave my baggage behind for a 
while. I was able to soak in the wonderful 
things that nature offers. Now I have a 
positive memory that I can return to when I 
need that sense of calm.”

Molly is looking forward to more 
collaborations like the one with NOpiates, 
where she can share nature with those in 
need of grounding or support. 

“In the woods, I can feel free even when 
life is overwhelming. I can feel amazed, 
calmed, connected, and restored. Sharing 
this experience and joy with others is even 
better,” Molly says.
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Molly’s monthly nature walks are a chance to slow down and open the senses. All are welcome. 
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“Following the Forest” for climate resilience
Fall 2020 wasn’t a typical college semester for most students, with remote classes and cancelled 
plans. For Kaylie Chilek, an Environmental Engineering major at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute 
in Troy, it turned out to be an important stepping-stone on her journey into conservation and 
climate solutions. 

Kaylie has always loved animals. While growing up in rural Texas, she learned about the threats 
that climate change poses to wildlife—and humans—and she wanted to make a difference. 

Looking for a fall internship where she could dip her toes in the conservation field, Kaylie 
reached out to Dan Morse, RPA’s Volunteer, Program, and Outreach Manager. She mentioned her 
interest in climate and wildlife.

“I wanted to do something related to climate change, and when I read about the rare wildlife 
species on the Plateau, I wondered if there was some way to directly help them,” Kaylie says.

Dan realized that Kaylie’s interests might mesh well with Follow the Forest (FTF), a regional 
partnership of conservation groups that includes RPA.

The goals of FTF are to conserve links and corridors between the forests, fields, and wetlands 
across eastern New York and western New England. These corridors will allow wildlife to move, 
especially as the climate warms, to find the habitat they need to survive. 

Hosted by Housatonic Valley Association (HVA)—a land trust focused on the Housatonic 
watershed from the Berkshires to Long Island Sound—Follow the Forest’s success will rely on 
active partners like RPA. Partner organizations can do the necessary “ground-truthing” field work 
in their service area – meaning, making visits to evaluate the possible corridors that have been 
identified on a map.

Brendan Boepple of HVA was thrilled to work with Kaylie. They planned her visits to places 
where the Rensselaer Plateau connects with the neighboring Berkshires and Green Mountains. In 
this, Kaylie laid the groundwork for other partner organizations to do their own field work. 
“Kaylie’s work was as much about the wildlife linkages on the Plateau as it was about creating 
methods that could be used by other conservation partners—an important step for this ambitious 
project,” Brendan says.

RPA’s involvement in Follow the Forest is also key because of the Plateau’s value to conservation. 
As Brendan explains, “The Rensselaer Plateau is just the type of refuge needed for plants and 
animals to adapt to a warming climate. It also plays an outsized role in wildlife connectivity in 
the forests that cover much of our region.”

“I wanted to do something related to climate change, and     
 when I read about the rare wildlife species on the Plateau, 
 I wondered if there was some way to directly help them.”

Kaylie’s project gave her some new skills for her future work in conservation, including the basics 
of the ArcGIS mapping program and managing a small team. 

As for her interest in wildlife, Kaylie was surprised by the diversity of wildlife on the Rensselaer 
Plateau. She recalls seeing her first red eft salamander on one of the first days of her internship, 
which was very different from any species she knew from Texas. “The color was striking against the 
dark ground—almost neon,” she says. 

While doing her ground-truthing field work in the northwest section of the Plateau, she was 
amazed to see firsthand how much forestland there is and all the potential for conserved corridors. 
 
Kaylie saw how the long-term health of the Rensselaer Plateau’s sensitive ecosystems and 
species—from the red eft to the moose, goshawk, and bear—will depend on RPA’s members and 
volunteers as well as land trusts across the region. 

“It was really cool to be part of something so big in the fight against habitat loss and climate 
change, and to make it easier for other organizations to do their field work, too” Kaylie says. 
Not a bad semester at all.  

Blackburnian warblers, Bobcat, and red eft salamanders are just a few of the many species 
that live on the Rensselaer Plateau and depend on large, connected forests and unimpeded 
waterways—especially as the climate warms.
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A chance for Barberville Falls to shine
For decades, Tom Hohman lived next to one of Rensselaer County’s most stunning 
and dramatic waterfalls, Barberville Falls, in the town of Poestenkill. Tom grew up 
and raised his family in a nearby farmhouse. He harnessed hydropower from the 
falls to run his sawmill and heat his home. 

The 140-acre Barberville Falls Preserve, owned by The Nature Conservancy (TNC), 
was just across the waterfall from Tom’s property. Part of the preserve was on his 
side of the water, downstream of his sawmill.

The preserve and 92-foot waterfall were a major attraction but lacked adequate 
parking or trails. Visitors would park unsafely and cut through private property to 
reach the falls. 

“Sometimes I’d be working in the sawmill and people would just walk right up to 
me and ask me where the falls were,” Tom chuckles.

Over the years, Tom and his neighbors witnessed unpleasant and dangerous 
behavior, such as loud parties, vandalism, and accidents at the falls. Clashes 
between visitors and neighbors turned into bitter feelings and gave the preserve a 
reputation of trouble. 

To minimize issues, TNC decided in 2012 to close the 
preserve between Memorial Day and Labor Day each year. 
That helped, but it wasn’t a long-term solution. 

TNC started looking for a new owner for this beautiful 
but challenging preserve. They offered it to the town of 
Poestenkill and to other land trusts. 

No one wanted it. 

At RPA, we imagined what this Plateau gem could become 
with local attention. “We just thought – if not now, when,” 
board member Shari Gibbs reflects. In August 2019, TNC 
transferred the entire property to RPA along with generous 
funding to match two grants for improving infrastructure. 

Some thought it was a risky move. RPA Executive Director 
Jim Bonesteel recalls Tom Hohman’s initial response: “I 
know you mean well, but you don’t know what you’re 
getting into. No amount of new signs will solve the 
problems.”

“For RPA,” Jim says, “this was exciting, and we were 
honored that TNC entrusted us with the land. But we knew 
we had to find a way to get past the history. We started by 
forming a committee of neighbors and others who wanted 
to help guide decisions.” 

With COVID-19, the need was greater than ever.
Little did we know that 2020 would bring a pandemic and a 
shutdown, sending many more people outdoors to visit each 
of RPA’s preserves. On sunny spring days, Barberville Falls 
was flooded with visitors, sometimes with 30 or more cars 
parked along Plank Road. 

In response to this community need for nature, our new 
volunteer committee discussed keeping the preserve open 
throughout the summer—something that hadn’t occurred 
since 2012.

But first the preserve needed a larger parking area and a safe 
trail down the steep gorge to the falls. We planned a new 
parking area on Blue Factory Road, closer to the falls, and a 
crew of professionals and volunteers scouted a trail. Thanks 
to COVID-19, the necessary grant funding to cover these 
projects was on hold. D
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The community stepped up, donating time, materials, and talent
Thankfully, many hands joined in to pull it off. Warren W. Fane, Inc. donated the materials for 
the parking area, and EMI Earth Movers donated time building it. Neighbor to the preserve Doug 
McLaren, and RPA treasurer Walter Kersch, brought energy and equipment. We were also able to 
borrow from RPA’s operating reserves, and the 16-car parking area came together swiftly.

Next, Jim talked to Fran Egbert, leader of the Rensselaer Land Trust / Rensselaer Plateau Alliance 
Volunteer Trail Crew about creating a trail in time for summer. This would mean working on steep 
terrain, extra hours, and heavy stonework. The crew talked it over. “People really needed it—
especially this year with Covid,” Fran says, “and we just decided we had to do it.” 

The trail crew spent nine days in a row, including through a June heat wave, building a new trail to 
the falls. “The excitement for the finished trail kept us moving,” Fran says.

Before June was over, Fran’s crew had finished the Falls Trail, complete with stone steps and even a 
beautiful staircase made of wood from the surrounding forest. For the first time in a long time, there 
was a safe route down to the falls.

We re-opened the preserve a few days before our goal of July 1st, and the community immediately 
embraced the new trail and parking area. Dozens of hikers, birders, and walkers enjoyed the 

For Francille Egbert, blazing trails and empowering others is a way of life 
“It started with Marcy Steinberg and me,” Fran recalls. “We’d be out walking, and we would just 
start clearing the trails as we went. Just a stick here and a log there. Then we decided to bring 
some tools out and invite other women to work with us.” 

In those early days of the Rensselaer Land Trust (RLT)/Rensselaer Plateau Alliance (RPA) Volunteer 
Trail Crew, an all-female group built and maintained trails throughout Rensselaer County. Fran 
wanted to give women a chance to work with new tools, build strength, and learn skills together. 

“Eventually some guys joined the group, but I still like to make sure they don’t take the harder 
stuff that we all enjoy doing,” Fran, a retired hospice nurse, says.

The lighthearted yet tireless crew is responsible for many miles of trails and bridges on RPA and 
RLT properties, and they also work on State lands and others places where people can get close 
to nature. They never seem to pass up an opportunity to create more access. 

Fran was also a force behind the formation of RPA, along with a small group of neighbors who 
first floated the idea of conserving the Plateau. She was a founding member of RPA, a board 
member until early 2020, and is still a key organizer of programs and outings for RLT and RPA. 

Fran’s ongoing leadership and compassion—together with you, our members—helps make the 
forests of the Rensselaer Plateau a place to play, move, and learn. Thank you, Fran! 

Volunteer Spotlight

2020 Highlights and 2019 Annual Report • 13

Fran (left) a retired hospice nurse, is a leader in conserving the Rensselaer Plateau, and helping 
connect others to nature. She and Marcy (right) enjoy lunch by the water during a day of trail 
work. Volunteers like Fran and Marcy are the heart and soul of our oganization.

Jo
hn

 B
er

ni
ng

er

preserve throughout the summer, and into 
the fall and winter. 

This note from one visitor, Jeff Wasbes, 
captures a sentiment expressed by others 
as well. “My wife and kids and I went out 
for what I expected to be a quick visit to 
Barberville Falls. The experience was very 
different from what I remember from my 
youth. I was delighted to find a parking area 
and marked trails … We spent a beautiful 
extended morning hiking the rim trail and 
visiting the falls. I didn’t expect to be able to 
share that experience with my family.”  
 
Tom Hohman no longer lives in the house 
next to the falls, but he still works in his 
sawmill. He’s pleased the preserve is in 
RPA’s hands. “It’s still a work in progress,” 
he says, “but it is better. I don’t have anyone 
walking through my sawmill anymore.”

Jeff and Tom’s gratitude belongs to our 
volunteers, neighbors, and you, our 
supportive members, for giving Barberville 
Falls a chance to shine. 
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“Action on behalf of life transforms. Because the relationship between self 
and the world is reciprocal, it is not a question of first getting enlightened 
or saved and then acting. As we work to heal the earth, the earth heals us.”
           —Robin Wall Kimmerer, Braiding Sweetgrass: Indigenous Wisdom, Scientific 
                                     Knowledge, and the Teachings of Plants

A Trail for Everyone:
Dorothy’s Equal Access Trail
For Jeff Briggs, retired ecologist and Poestenkill 
Community Forest’s volunteer steward, the 
community forest’s miles of hiking trails 
weren’t enough. He wanted a way for people 
with limited mobility to enjoy nature, too. 

Jeff educated himself on the requirements and 
possibilities of accessible trails, compliant with 
the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), 
and started scouting for a location within the 
Poestenkill Community Forest. He wanted 
something close to parking but with exposure 
to different habitats.

With guidance from experts, help from 
volunteers, and donated gravel, lumber, 
and professional services, Jeff’s dream of an 
accessible trail in nature came true and the trail 
was completed in Fall 2020. Now many more 
people will be able to relax among hemlocks 
and pause by a wetland with no cars in sight. 

And the name? It’s for Jeff’s mother, Dorothy, 
who relied on a wheelchair later in her life. Jeff 
remembers taking her for car rides and having 
few options of places to enjoy the outdoors 
together. That’s when he started thinking about 
accessibility. “Now here we are,” Jeff says, 
“with a trail for everyone.”

Jeff and RPA thank McCrea Burnham 
of New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation for guidance 
on the trail route and regulatory issues. 

We also thank the RLT–RPA volunteer 
Trail Crew for their hard work; Warren 
W. Fane, Inc, for donating gravel and 
loaning equipment; Callanan Industries, 
Inc. for donating stone dust; and Jim 
Slavin for donating materials to complete 
a boardwalk over the wetland.
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Jeff Briggs (left) led the way on RPA’s first ADA-compliant accessible trail. 
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There are so many ways to care 
for the Rensselaer Plateau
The need is great in 2021. Development pressure is rising in 
Rensselaer County due to Covid’s impact on our cities. Our shared 
need for nature as a safe, inclusive, and restorative place to relax will 
continue. Our local action can help minimize flooding, habitat loss, 
and other effects of climate change. 

Plan a gift to future generations
Options for planned giving include leaving a gift of any size in your 
will or planning a gift of real estate.

Give back with a Qualified Charitable Distribution
If you are 70½ years or older and must take the Required Minimum 
Distribution (RMD) from your IRA, a Qualified Charitable 
Distribution could be used to satisfy the RMD by making a direct, 
trustee-to-trustee transfer to the Rensselaer Plateau Alliance. 

Join the Woods & Water Heritage Circle
If your annual gifts add up to $1,000, we invite you to be part of this 
leadership circle and to enjoy a special event with other members. 

Donate stock
A gift of stock can provide you with financial and tax benefits while 
supporting conservation.

Volunteer
Stand up for forests and your community by building trails, sharing 
your talents to lead an outing, or doing office work. Send an e-mail 
to Dan Morse at dan@rensselaerplateau.org to learn more. 

Reach out to Jim Bonesteel for a confidential discussion of your 
giving options at 518-712-9211 or jim@rensselaerplateau.org. 

What a year it was. Despite all odds, 
these local businesses stepped up for 

conservation and allowed our 2020 Spring 
Woodland Gala to come through as an 

important fundraiser. We had to cancel the 
annual event due to COVID-19, yet these 
committed sponsors, Honorary Committee 
Members, and ticket holders stayed with 

us—and made all the difference. 

SILVER SPONSORS

BRONZE SPONSORS

COMMUNITY PARTNERS

A VERY SPECIAL THANK YOU
All Gala Honorary Committee Members & 
General Ticket holders who converted their 

tickets to donations once the Gala was 
canceled due to COVID-19.

RPA’s tireless, creative volunteer 
Gala Committee  

Thank you, 
2020 Gala Sponsors
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Individual Contributions    
       $295,784

Government Grants       
 $155,318

Foundations and trust grants    
 $31,500

Other Income     
 $17,812

Total  $525,883

Total  $424,303

2019 Income

2019 Expenses

Fundraising            
 $51,379

Program Services     
 $333,720  

Management and General      
 $39,204

Look what you made 
possible in just one year...

 5,000 hours of
    volunteer time & talent

152 acres 
  conserved,    
   over 1,200 
   in progress

35 teens empowered 
  by time with the land

Special Events Income       
 $25,469

Monthly giving boosts 
conservation, all year long
Do you know you can make a difference every day with a 
sustaining membership? Monthly gifts—whether $10, 
$25, or $100—make conservation possible year-round.

A big Thank You to our 2019 Monthly Donors
Regina and Bill Andrews • Ian and Sarah Bonesteel
Jim Bonesteel and Jill Rembetski • Jeffrey and Jean Briggs
Janet Cohn • Francille Egbert • Dick and Shari Gibbs
Challen Hammer • Logan Hardy • George Jacobs
Melody James • Fred McCagg and Lani Richards 
Dan Morse •  Elizabeth Reid Garreth and Eliza Santosuosso
Rik and Wendy Scarce • August Schneeberg and Kate Lovering
Michael Schwarz and Tanja Eise • Kimberly and Paul Tucci

Want to make a difference each month?
Let us know, or visit rensselaerplateau.org/donate.
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“Volunteering and building trails with my 
family gives me a break from technology, 
which I need sometimes.” 
         —Simone, grade nine
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Thanks to all who made 2019 a wonderful year 
for conservation on the Rensselaer Plateau.

Donations for fiscal year January 1, 2019 to December 31, 2019.
2020 donors will be acknowledged in our 2020 Annual Report. 

Individual Members
Barbara Ahern & 
   W. Conard Holton
David Aikens
Kevin & Mary Albert
Nenad Aleksic
Jack Alexander & Lyn Howard
Christopher Alund
Praveen Amar
Judy Anderson
Marcia & Richard Anderson
Kathy & Marty Andrews
Regina & Bill Andrews
Donald Anthony
Ken & Hollis Applegate
Assemblyman Jake Ashby
Michael & Sharon Babala
Karl Backhaus
Rick Baird & Michelle LeClair
Chrys Ballerano
George & Janice Balogh
Michael Bammann
Stuart Bartow
Ira & Nadine Baumgarten
Robert Bayly & Catherine Karp
Lorraine Beals
Beth Bechand
Sharon Bedford & Fred Alm
Gerald Beer
Steven Beer
Andy Beers & Beth Meer
Matthew Bell
Thomas Bell & Bonnie Wood
Avner Ben Natan
Matthew Bender*
Scott Bendett
Russell & DeDe Bennett
Cara Benson
Mark Berger
Marie & Dan Bernadett
John Berninger & 
   Nancy Noble Gardner
Clement & Molly Bertrand
Tobi Bickweat
Donald Bielawski
Thierry Blanchet
Tom* & Susan Blandy
Rene Bloomer
Fred Bockis
Bob & Beth Bode
Jane Bolgatz
Mike Bolgatz
Ian & Sarah Bonesteel

Dave Hintermeier
Stanley & June Hmielenski
Drew & Linda Holcomb
John Holser
Tim & Janice Holt
Laura Hooks
Marcia Hopple
Martin Hotvet
Alice & Harold Howard
Lisa & Pierce Hoyt
Jane & John Husson
R Hydorn
Naomi Ingalls
Tari & Bob Ives
Jim & Tanya Iwaneczko
Terri-Lee & Dominic Jacangelo
Linda Jach
Annie Jacobs
George Jacobs
Pamela & Roy Jacobson
Melodee James
Debra Jaye
Ellen & Bill Jennings
Lois & Michael Jensen
Kathy & Vince Jimino
Nancy Jones
Barbara Kamm
Art & Polly Karis
Chris Keegan
John Keegan
Jeff Kehoe
Steven & Susanne Keller
Kristen Kelley
Nancy Kelley
Frank Kelly & Gay Malin
Ian Kelly
Laura & John Kelly

Jim Bonesteel & Jill Rembetski
Mark & Pamela Bonesteel
Karen Boswell
Michael Bottillo
Susan & John Brady
Nancy Brandt
Sarah Braymer
Linda & Terry Brennan
Jeffrey & Jean Briggs
Alexander Bringsjord
Selmer & Elizabeth Bringsjord
Alex Brooks
Garrett & Kelly Brown
Heather & Rob Bruce
Chip & Catherine Bulson
Geraldine & Andrea Burger
Paul Burns
Geraldine Butkus
June Butler
Jean Campbell
Karen & Eugene Cardamone
Leslie Carey
Wendy & Peter Carey
Robert Carpenter & Joan Gross
Thomas & Leslie Carroll
Kizzianne Casale
Maureen Casey & Brian 
O’Shaughnessy
Kathleen Cassidy
Thomas & Maureen Cetrino
Allan Chlastawa & Valerie Gill
John & Joyce Chupka
John Clinton
Janet Cohn
Vivian & Martin Conboy
Richard & Deborah Connell
Joan Connolly
David Connors
Nick Conrad & Liz McLean
Bonnie Cook
Cara Corelli
John & Sue Corey
Kirkham Cornwell & 
   Claire Pospisil
Annie & Don Cosgrove
Laura Couchey Abate & 
   Tony Abate
William Coulter
Paul & Barbara Counterman
Ellen Crane & Peter Murdoch
Wilson & Donna Crone
Bob Crowley

Walter & Theresa Kersch
Lee  King
Joan Kinsley
Ted Klarsfeld
Sarah Knutson
William Koester
Mark & Mary Lee Kopache
Robin Krumanocker
Mark & Katharine Kulchock
Eric Kulleseid
Betsey Kuzia & Steve Trimm
Kayla Kuzmich
Jean & Arthur Laier
Lexi Lane
William Lanford
Susan & Andre Lascari
Sally Lawrence
Alice LeBlanc
Jeff Levitt
Matt Levy
Patricia Liddle
Jennifer & Rob Limoges
Richard & Eileen Lindemann
Kevin Lippitt
Christopher & Patricia Liuzzo
Thomas Mack
Paul & Karen Maher
Linda Maier & Bob Mayo
Geraldine Mangione
Alan Manheim
Gordon & Linda Mappes
Barb & Cliff Mark
Joe Martens
James Martin
Charles & Linda Matlock
James Matzdorf & Ginny Posniak
Fred McCagg & Lani Richards

Margaret & Patrick Crowley
Anasha Cummings
Trisha Cuzdey
Joseph Dalton
Dan & Sherry Dattilio
Linda Davern
Robert Davies
Barbara Davis
Cara Davis & Asa Snyder
Lydia Davis & Alan Cote
Jim & Sandra de Waal Malefyt
Garrett & Michele DeGraff
Alejandro & Sasha del Peral
Linda Dellea
Fred & Mona DeMay
John & Stephanie Deyo
Laurel Dickerson & Richard Orsi
Pat Dinkelaker
Peter Dinolfo
Michael Dirac & Maria Gomez
Joe Durkin
Carolyn & John Durnin
Ingrid & Stephen Dyott
John Eadie & Betsy Belle
Donna Eckhardt
Eric Eckl
Clark & Heidi Edelmann
Katharine Edmund
Francille Egbert
Dana Elizabeth
Michelle Elliot
Ben & Linda English
Fred & Virginia Erickson
Raymond Essiembre
Evan & Dan Face
Rick Face
Priscilla Fairbank & Owen Goldfarb
David Farren
Richard & Deborah Fedigan
Linda Filarecki
Elizabeth Young & Terry Fina
Mark & Kimberly Fine
Charles Fink
Steven & Lucia Fischer
Pat & Mike Fisher
David & Carolyn Fleming
Timothy Fleming
Barbara Flindt
David & Patricia Flint
Carsten & Rita Floess
Holly Flynn & Robert Flynn Sr.
Janice Fontanella

Garrett McCarey
Amanda & Jim McCreary
Hollis McEvilly
Patricia McGowan-Webb &    
   George Webb
Erin McGrath
Thomas & Nancy McGrath
Douglas McLaren & 
   Meg McClellan
Gene & Susan McClaren
Steve McLaughlin
Carolyn McLoughlin
John Meierhoffer
Carol Meisel
Hanns Meissner
Rebecca Meissner &
    Jesse Meissner
Gayane Merguerian
John Mesch & Marney Mesch
David Miller
Steve & Susan Moore
Robert & Jennifer Morrel
Dan Morse
Nancy & Steve Morse
Jim Mounteer
Cynthia Mulford
Stephen & Mary Muller
Pat & John Mulligan
John & Kathleen Munn
Barbara & Tim Dufel
Gary Nelson
Reid & Nancy Nelson
Daniel Nerenberg
Stefanie Neubert
Michael Needham
Lucia Nevai
Bill & Liz Niemi

Arthur Fontijn
Daniel Frament
W. Randolph Franklin
Lilajane Frascarelli
Marion Freiberg & Ray Smith
Rich Freiberg
Edward French
Michael Freshman
Stephen & Elizabeth Fry
Joan Fuess
Peggy Funderburke
Jim Furlong
Sheryl Galinski
Kelly Gallagher
David Gaskell
Marjorie Geiger
Lynn Gelzheiser & Wayne Metsch
Marc Gerstman & 
   Christine Costopoulos
Dick & Shari Gibbs
Edward Gill & Patricia Oleaga
Joan Gochee & Susan Kanter
Pierre & Lisbeth Gontier
Susan & Jim Goodfellow
Dianna Goodwin & 
   Michael Cohen
Jim & Peggy Goold
Liz Gordon
Emilie Gould
Russell Gould
Linda & John Gowdy
Christopher Graham
Tom & Eileen Grant
Linda Griffin
Barbara Grimm
David Grimm
Peter Grimm
Ingrid Haeckel
Mary Hall & F Michael Hall
Challen Hammer
Sandra Hardt
Logan Hardy
William Hardy
Pat Harrington & George Wilson
Robert Harris & Diane DeBlois
Rebecca Harrison
David & Suzanne Hauber
Susan & Philip Hawkes-Teeter
Fred & Laura Hellwitz
Tracey & Will Hempel
Herbert Hennings
Paul Hicok

David & Diana Nuss
Ned & Constance O’Brien
Amanda Occhionero Mueller &
   Peter Mueller
Chet & Karen Opalka
Alan Opresko & Kathy Pratt
Sarah Parks & Jaron Kuppers
William & Kate Parks
Erwin Passmann
Russell & Nancy Patton
David Pedler
Biagio Pellegrino
Deborah & Stephen Pentak
Rick Percoco
Robert & Linda Peterson
Ken Phelps
Tom & Margaret Phillips
Ernie & Jane Piazza
Francis Pitts & Deborah Byers
Lorraine Plauth
Susan Poisson-Dollar & 
   Gerard Dollar
Jean Poppei
Chuck Porter & Connie LaPorta
Michael Poulopoulos
Tia Powell & Jim Shapiro
Susan & Paul Powers
Clifford Prewencki
Iskra Pusic & Aaron Bialy
Craig Raisig
Allan Randall
Pamela Rehak & Gary Toth
Juergen Reher
Nancy Reich
Elizabeth Reid
John & Claudia Reinemann
Deborah & Luke Reiter

Fr
ed

 M
cC

ag
g



2020 Highlights and 2019 Annual Report • 23Rensselaer Plateau Alliance • 22

Individuals, continued
Rachel Riemann Akera
Dale Ila Riggs & Donald Miles
Steven Roberts
Eric Roccario
Peter Rogers
Sheila Rorke
Jeffrey & Karen Ross
Mark Rubenstein
Joanne Ruppel
Judith & Frederik Rusch
Monica & Patrick Ryan
Laura Ryder & Corey Bufi
Gail & Joseph Sacco
Sara Salitan-Thiell
Garreth & Eliza Santosuosso
Peter Sanzen & Sheila Mahan
Mark Sarnacki
Snezana Savcic-Freeman

Rik & Wendy Scarce
Danielle Schaff
Guy Schaffer
Joanne Scheibly
David Schmidt
Gundula Schmidt
August Schneeberg & 
   Kate Lovering
Gail Schonbeck
Judith Schreiber
Paul & Bethany Schroeder
Fritz & Anne Schwaller
Michael Schwarz & Tanja Eise
Carrie Shaffer & Olin Mather
Francis & Sarah Sheehan
John & Linda Sheehan
Bill Shorter

Split Rock Foundation
William Gundry Broughton Charitable    
   Private Foundation

State Grants
Hudson River Estuary Program
New England Interstate Water 
   Pollution Control Commission
New York State Conservation 
   Partnership Program
New York State Environmental 
   Protection Fund
NYSDEC Hudson River Estuary Program

Federal Grants
U.S. Forest Service

Other Organizations
Land Trust Alliance
The Nature Conservancy

In Memory Of
Abe Bolgatz  
   Mike Bolgatz   
Dr. Albert W. Brown, PhD
   Sheryl Galinski   
Jack & Jean Carey  
   Leslie Carey   
Bob Danaher        
   William & Kate Parks  
James Fahey      
   Michael & Rita Zenzen 
E. Kenneth James  
   Melodee James  
Kenneth Mangione       
   Geraldine Mangione  
Linda Susan Munro 
   Tobi Bickweat   
   Pamela & Roy Jacobson  
Carolyn Spitz Nerenberg  
   Daniel Nerenberg  
Anna Palka   
   Kelly Gallagher   

Elizabeth & John Siedhoff
Charlie & Jennifer Silver
Donna Simms
Mary Simoni
Padam Singh
Claes & Martha Sjogreen
Kathy & Larry Skinner
Tom Slavin
James Slavin
Douglas & Fern Sloan
Cameron Smith
Stephen Smith
Carol Smith-Barrell
John & Rosemarie Sniezyk
Kathleen Spiak
David Spingarn
Marcy Steinberg
Johanna Steper

Ross Sterantino
Dolores Stojak
Stephen Stolarski
Deborah & Dart Strayer
Karen & Todd Strong
Joan Stry
Cathy & Charles Sullivan
Francis & Mary Szydlowski
Kelly Tankersley
Janet Taylor
Susan Taylor & Lawrence Howard
Gary Thomann
Catherine Tracy
Barb Treiber
David & Elizabeth Trickey
Joshua Tripp
William Trompeter & Cheryl Mugno

Paul Riemann   
   Rachel Riemann Akera  
   USGS New York Water Science      
      Center District Office  
Christopher Rant   
   Berlin Mountains Fish & Game Club 
Susan Roberts   
   Kay & Bill Valentino  
Wayne Trimm   
   Betsey Kuzia & Steve Trimm  

In Honor Of   
Will & Lois Asher   
   Kevin & Shellie Ware
Agustin Barrios   
   Fred & Laura Hellwitz  
Deborah Bennett   
   Karen & Todd Strong  
Jeff Briggs   
   Marcia Hopple   
Fred DeMay 
   Gerald Beer   
Saylor & Millie Dinkelaker
   Pat Dinkelaker & John Fudjack 
Gerald & Shirley Dunn  
Dr. David Hunt
Garry Brown, Brown’s Brewing 
   Sharon & Lewis Zankel  
Dick & Shari Gibbs 
   Susan Goodfellow  
Heidi & Liesl   
   Michael Schwarz & Tanja Eise 
Leo Nadeau   
   Danielle Schaff   
Nova    
   Guy Shaffer  
Steve Pentak   
   Ted Klarsfeld   
Peter Skinner  
   Laurel Dickerson & Richard Orsi
Water Words that Work
   Eric Eckl   

Kimberly & Paul Tucci
Kay & Bill Valentino
Keith Van Amburgh
Peter Vellis
Arthur & Sandra Venne
Jeff & Cara Victor
Nancy & John Victor
Dominick Villane
Martha Waldman
Linda Hedman
Phil & Valerie Walton
Scott Ward
Kevin & Shellie Ware
Thomas Warner
Howard Weber
Darrell Welch
Catherine & William Welling
Lisa Wheeler & Kim Faber

Donated Professional Services
Judy Anderson, 
   Community Consultants, LLC
Becker’s Farm & Garden Center
Kate Belton
Lawrence Howard
David Hunt
Lee King
Sarah Parks, Amala Consulting
John Rappold of EMI Earth Movers
Rachel Riemann
Nate Simms
Kate Lovering Photography
Doug Williams

In-Kind Gifts
Ira Baumgarten
Barbara Boughton
Jeffrey & Jean Briggs
Geraldine Butkus
Tom & Barb Chesnut
Fred & Mona DeMay
Michelle Elliot
David & Carolyn Fleming
Sheryl Galinski
Robert Harris & Diane DeBlois
Lois & Michael Jensen
Mariesa Jozwiak
Mark & Katharine Kulchock
Fred McCagg & Lani Richards
Hanns Meissner
Thomas Pendergast & Ingrid Young
Elizabeth & John Siedhoff
Margo Singer
Kathy & Larry Skinner
Tom Slavin
Susan Taylor
Sandy Thompson
Nate Gilbraith & Gerlinde Wolf

     denotes members of Woods & Water   
         Heritage Circle ($1,000 and up)     
     denotes Monthly Donors
     deceased

Businesses
Bill’s Barber Shop
Blueberry Hill Market Café
Burden Lake Country Club
Callanan Industries, Inc.
Capital District YMCA
Country True Value
DeAnna’s Country Shoppe
East Greenbush Chiropractic
Eastview Dental
Emporium Farm Brewery
Farm Credit East
Garlic Lover’s Corner
Grapes & Grains Wine & Spirits
Hannaford - West Sand Lake
Harvest Spirits
Healthy Pet Center
Jean’s Greens
Land Remediation, Inc.
Laughing Earth Farm
Motalen, LLC
Needham Risk Management
Norte Azul Cantina
Old Daley Inn on Crooked Lake
Pioneer Bank
Regeneron Pharmaceuticals, Inc.
R&G Cheese Makers
Sand Lake Garden Club
SPLAKE Holding Corp.
S&S Farm Brewery
Steiner’s Sports
Stewart’s Shops
Taconic Hiking Club
The Chazen Companies
Tokyo Electron US Holdings, Inc.
Tomhannock Bicycles
Union Mutual Fire Insurance Co.

Foundations
Private Foundations
Ann Allen Cetrino Family DAF
Chrisman Family Foundation, Inc.
Community Foundation of the         
   Greater Capital Region

“The beautiful community forests so accessible to the entire       
 Capital District really make one feel miles from civilization.  
 —Susan Poisson-Dollar and Jerry Dollar
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Robert Whitby
Carl & Laura Wiedemann
Doug Williams
Robert Williams
Holly Willis Nicoll
Kim & Jim Wilson
Penelope Welbourn-English
David Wolcott & Caroline Leising
Gerlinde Wolf & Nate Gilbraith
Linda & Michael Wolff
Peter Wood
Barbara Wyman
Jim Wysocki
Wendy York-Briggs
Sharon & Lewis Zankel
Rita Zenzen
Lisa Zimmerman
Viestarts Zubkovs *
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PO Box 790
Averill Park, NY 12018
518-712-9211

Board of Directors
Rachel Riemann Akera
Jeff Briggs
Alexander Bringsjord
Fred DeMay, President
Jim de Waal Malefyt
David Farren
Richard Gibbs
Shari Gibbs
Keith Hirokawa
Alice Howard
Lawrence Howard
Pam Jacobson
Walter Kersch, Treasurer
Fred McCagg, Vice President
Hanns Meissner
August Schneeberg, Secretary
Jim Slavin

Board of Advisors
John Bartow
David Borland
Marc Gerstman
Lisa Hoyt
David Hunt
Bill Niemi
Chet Opalka
Teri Ptacek
David Sampson
Padam Singh
Karen Strong
Gary Thomann

Staff
Jim Bonesteel
Executive Director

Annie Jacobs
Communications Director

Dan Morse
Volunteer, Program, and Outreach Manager

Molly Freiberg
Community Engagement Manager

Stories and content by Annie Jacobs
Cover photo by Nate Simms
Design by Kate Belton

Sign up for our free eNews on our website:

rensselaerplateau.org
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PERMIT NO. 3

Join the fun in 2021!
Mindful Nature Walks
Saturdays: 2/13 (full),  3/13,  and 4/10 
    Monthly walks are led by Kripalu-certified Mindful          
    Outdoor Guides Molly Freiberg and Sandy Wilson.

Writing about Nature and Place via Zoom
Saturdays: 3/27 & 4/3
    Writer and educator Rama Hamarneh presents.

Clean Energy & Climate Solutions Talk
Thursday, 4/15 at 7:00 pm
    With Ethan Winter, Senior Community Engagement    
    Manager at Cypress Creek Renewables.

To register or learn more, visit us at            

rensselaerplateau.org 

Printed using soy-based inks


