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Prepared For

This booklet is a guide to finding information in the Rensselaer Plateau 
Regional Conservation Plan that is useful to organizations. It provides 
resources and tools to assist in your mission with respect to the needs 
of the Plateau.
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How Can Organizations Help the Plateau?

Identify how the goals of your organization overlap with the character and needs 
of the Plateau.

Use information from the plan in your education, outreach, and research efforts.

The Regional Conservation Plan and its data are an educational resource suitable for use 
in classroom or workshop settings. The information is also available for use in student or 
professional research studies. For suggestions or assistance, please contact:  
education@rensselaerplateau.org

Integrate information from 
the Conservation Plan into 
your curriculum.

Today’s students are 
tomorrow’s landowners. 
By integrating information 
about the Plateau’s history 
and culture, economic 
and ecosystem services, 
ecological characteristics 
and geological features 
into their curricula, local 
teachers and school districts 
can help our students 
become aware of the 
value and benefits of the 
Rensselaer Plateau and the 
importance of conserving 
this natural resource for 
them and future generations.

Help facilitate regional cooperation.

Conservation of the natural resources on the Plateau in the short and long term is 
dependent upon the vitality of local communities and the region, maintenance of cultural 
identity (including “home rule” by municipalities and individual landowner rights), and the 
fostering and development of regional cooperation. An example of regional cooperation is 
the development of a “scenic byway” as part of a regional tourism development strategy.

An Example of Regional Cooperation
In the Shawangunk Mountain area near New Paltz, 11 towns and 2 
villages have signed an intermunicipal agreement to work together to 
help promote and preserve the quality of the region.  The communities 
have organized around the mountains and, interestingly, along the 
scenic highway routes by forming a state and federally-recognized 
“scenic byway.” The Shawangunk Mountains Scenic Byway -  
http://mtnscenicbyway.org – ties together these communities in 
the Hudson Valley.  It serves to raise awareness about the resources 
found in the region and to generate economic activity in the form of 
increased tourism.






