Vision of the
Rensselaer Plateau Alliance

The Rensselaer Plateau Alliance envisions all human activities on the
Plateau guided by consideration for the Plateau as a whole.  The Alliance,
a coalition of organizations and individuals, recognizes that the Plateau is
greater than the sum of its parts. Our members will foster communication
about the value of natural resources and other common values held by the
communities of the region and, in concert, help to advance those values on
a regional scale. Our vision will be realized when each of the wide range of
human activities that occurs on the Plateau leaves the Plateau in better
harmony with the ecological whole.

OUR VISION FOR THE PLATEAU
(100 years from today)

The Rensselaer Plateau remains a large unfragmented forest with abundant lakes,
wetlands and streams that run with high quality water which helps provide the entire
County with drinking water. The land consists of a patchwork of private and public
properties that has been voluntarily protected by landowners and municipalities that
are fully aware of the benefits of forested land and open space. The local economy
thrives with recreation based businesses, tourism and locally grown forest products.
People can hike, ski, bike, horseback ride and snowmobile on a trail system that
connects the far corners of the Plateau. Wildlife abounds. There are healthy popula-
tions of large mammals such as moose, black bear, bobcat, forest interior bird species
and an abundance of native fish such as brook trout. Native plant and animal species
that existed on the Plateau in 2010 still thrive.

People visit the Plateau not only for its recreation and scenic beauty but to enjoy the
hunting and fishing which have seen resurgence in popularity. A large percentage of
the Plateau remains working forest providing valuable timber resources. There are
core areas that have been left as wildlands and are now old growth forests supporting
species such as Northern Goshawks. Visitors marvel at the large trees and undisturbed
surroundings.

Well-planned development on the Plateau has resulted in a high quality of life and
higher property values. It has minimized the cost of municipal services resulting in
lower residential property taxes. Children have natural areas where they can play and
explore freely, feeling as comfortable in the woods as anywhere. The residents that
live on or near the Plateau share a special community and are proud of their forests,
lakes and streams. Residents have excellent sources of information about tools that
help them keep their land in forest and understand the ways they can live that
minimize their impact on the ecological resources of the Plateau. The communities on
the Plateau support land owners and are fully aware of the benefits of forested land
and open space.

The surrounding cities and towns are proud to have the Rensselaer Plateau nearby
and continue to find more ways to make green connections, wildlife and recreation
corridors between the Plateau and other existing protected areas. The Plateau is an
intact, functioning, unstressed ecosystem with the dynamic buffering capacity to
sustain itself in the face of large scale natural disturbances.



