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This place we call home

10 years of community conservation with you

This spring I had the chance, along with other RPA

staff, to fly in a small airplane over the Rensselaer
Plateau. The trip was courtesy of LightHawk, a
visionary non-profit that donates flights to land trusts
and other conservation organizations. That day, after
we lifted off from Albany, we got a view from above
of what we’re all working for together.

I saw something more clearly than when I look at
a map: conserved areas on the Rensselaer Plateau are
actually quite connected and close to each other. And
the gaps between them that we hope to conserve in the
future are not so great.

From the sky, I was able to grasp the vastness
of this land we lovingly call home — and share with
many wildlife species — as well as other lands in the
region that RPA has played a role in conserving. And
the strength of the community behind it all is just so
inspiring.

Thanks to this dedicated community, RPA has
grown up a lot since it was incorporated in 2008. In
this time, you and members and supporters like you
have made it possible to conserve nearly 12,000 acres
of plateau forest, establish two Community Forests,
and get the first Children’s Forest in the northeast off
and running.
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Yet even with permanent protection for
conserved lands, the forests of the plateau are still
vulnerable to such threats as damaging storms as
the climate changes. You are part of making sure
the land is resilient and can withstand change.

That’s where projects like the Poesten Kill
Flood Mitigation study that started this spring come
in.

Likewise, wildlife corridors and deep forests,
like the vast forests I saw from the plane, will only
become more important in the future. And so will
safe drinking water and healthy watersheds.

Because of your support, RPA is able to
face these challenges. Ten years of community
conservation are behind us, but much more work is
ahead. Thank you, so much, for being part of this.

We couldn’t do it without you.

/d:m

Jim Bonesteel
Executive Director
Rensselaer Plateau Alliance




Grafton Forest

A family’s vision, a haven for wildlife

On a bright and crisp day, the renowned New
Hampshire naturalist and wildlife tracker Alcott
Smith led participants through Grafton Forest. “The
first step to learning tracks is to stop thinking. Move
through the woods the way an animal would, use
your senses.”

It was almost like seeing the forest from the
bobcat’s point of view. And for a bobcat, Grafton
Forest is a really good place to be.

The forest is large — 1,098 acres—and abuts the
Pittstown State Forest, creating a conserved forest
block of over 2,000 acres. Such extensive forest
is increasingly important for animals such as the
bobcat, as well as birds that need deep forests for
nesting, given development pressure and climate
change.

Creeping change

One challenge to conservation is that forest
fragmentation happens piece by piece and isn’t
always obvious. “The landscape is being cut into

parcels, so there’s a new roadway here and a new
driveway there and another driveway across from
it,” explained Alcott. “Each time you take away
from the forest like that you’re cutting the range of
wildlife into pieces.”

For bobcat, and other animals that depend on
larger, relatively undisturbed areas to raise their
young, this can be a real challenge.

Large forest blocks are also critical for
water absorption from heavy rains, reducing
levels of flooding, and are important to the local
communities who depend on the Tomhannock
Reservoir for their drinking water. As we see more
extreme flooding events in the future, places like
Grafton Forest will be ever more important.

Alcott Smith reminded the group that humans
need the forest as much as the bobcat does. “Our
health is only as good as the health of a forest. If
you don’t have healthy forests, you don’t have
clean air or sufficient aquifers,” he said. “We are
part of the forest community, too.”




The Grafton Forest, conserved and owned by RPA, is increasingly critical for wildlife and contains the
headwaters of the Tomhannock Reservoir, the source of water for 135,000 people in Troy, East Greenbush,
North Greenbush, Poestenkill, and Brunswick. New trails created and managed by volunteers respect the
habitat while providing access to three overlooks of the Tomhannock Reservoir and watershed.

Conserving the land that we grew up loving

When Rynard Jr. and Ingrid Gundrum were
growing up in Grafton, their weekends and after-
school hours weren’t spent in front of the TV.
Instead, the brother and sister were outdoors
taking care of farm animals and getting to know
the forests that provided for their parents’ lumber
business, Gundrum Logging and Lumber.

“America’s forests and woodlands are a
precious commodity,” said Ingrid.

“Some of our earliest memories are just being
in the woods with Dad and then coming home all
excited to tell Mom what we saw and what we
learned,” said Rynard.

Ingrid and Rynard came to love the forest
just as their parents did and, when they grew up,
kept the family business going. Later, a love of
the forest was central to the Gundrum sibling’s
decision to sell their 927 acres for conservation.

The forest wasn’t always so large. Rynard

and Ingrid’s parents, Lois and Rynard Sr., first
bought 150 acres in the 1970’s. Piece by piece they
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acquired more parcels with a vision of sustainable
forestry that kept large stretches of forest intact.

And just as sustainability was a driver in Lois
and Rynard Sr.’s decision making, so it became
for their children. “My brother managed all of our
woodlands to ensure that they could be harvested
for many generations.”

When it came time to sell the family land,
Ingrid and Rynard wanted to honor their parents’
conservation ethic.

Yet selling it for conservation and recreation
wasn’t easy, as Rynard reflected. “In addition
to timber, the Grafton Forest land is ripe with
Greywacke, a superior stone native to Grafton that
is in high demand for road-building. Over the years
we contemplated selling to several of the major
mining operations in the area.”

In the end, their commitment to keeping it as
working forest won out. “America’s forests and
woodlands are a precious commodity,” said Ingrid,
“and keeping this land as an intact block of forest
means a lot to us.”



Grafton Forest became a reality through an
extraordinary partnership in which the Gundrums
sold their land under market value to RPA, with
conservation financing from The Conservation
Fund. RPA will transfer to the New York State
Department of Environmental Conservation within
the next 12 months, making it officially part of
Pittstown State Forest.

Land conservation often starts with a family like
the Gundrums who love their property and decide
to make conservation a priority. It takes vision,
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Is conservation right for you?

teamwork, generosity, and the ability to keep
trying in the face of sometimes significant odds —
and Grafton Forest is an inspiring example of that.

"My brother managed all of our
woodlands to ensure that they could be
harvested for generations,” said Ingrid.

As supporters of RPA, you are making
land projects like Grafton Forest possible.
Quite literally, this forest is safe from future
development because of you. ¥
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Land is a treasured part of life and very personal. Like the Gundrum family, so many of us
cherish the land and all it means to our friends and family, the wildlife that reside there, and
the sense of place it provides. If you or someone you know would like to explore whether
conservation will help you achieve your goals and vision, please give Jim Bonesteel a call at 518-
712-9211 or send an email to jim@rensselaerplateau.org for a confidential discussion.



Remembering /rene

Working toward a resilient Poesten Kill watershed

Were you one of the many northeasterners affected
by Hurricane Irene in August 20117 In the heart of
the Rensselaer Plateau, Poestenkill Town Supervisor
Dominic Jacangelo won’t forget that catastrophic storm
any time soon. “I couldn’t believe it,” Dominic said.
“Bridges and roads were totally destroyed, and private
property, including people’s homes, suffered too.”

Like much of New York and New England,

major flood damage occurred across the Poesten Kill
watershed during Tropical Storm Irene, which dumped
enough rain here to reach 200-year flood levels at
nearby gauges. Major destruction occurred in the
upstream sections of the Poesten Kill and the Quacken
Kill tributary, with damage all the way to the City of
Troy, affecting communities both rural and urban.

“"We were not prepared—there was just
no place for the water to go,” said Dominic.
“And the costs of dealing with these floods
can be devastating to a town.”

“We were not prepared — there was just no place
for the water to go. It’s important that we understand
these systems and what we can do differently, since it
appears the town could be hit by a significant flooding
event every forty years — or even more frequently,” said
Dominic, “and the costs of dealing with these floods
can be devastating to a town.”

A team approach

With flooding on the rise in a changing climate,
communities across the northeast are actively looking
for ways to manage these extreme events. It isn’t
going to be easy to adapt to more frequent and intense
storms, which are predicted as the oceans warm. Yet
now, with a team effort, we are taking a step in that
direction.

Thanks to grant funding and your support, we
initiated a one-year watershed resiliency study working
with the towns of Poestenkill, Grafton, and Brunswick,
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and the City of Troy, to identify ways to slow
down floodwaters, reduce bottlenecks, and
anticipate problem areas with an eye toward
utilizing cost-effective natural solutions when
possible.

The Chazen Companies, a local engineering
firm, and the restoration firm Inter-Fluve will
provide technical assistance as we investigate
how — and where — natural features such as
wetlands could help abate flooding. Stream
patterns, including those altered by Irene and
during emergency repairs, will be evaluated. In
urban areas, the project will focus on storm water
techniques suited to city settings.

“This project will allow us to look creatively
at existing open spaces and urban centers to
better prepare for future floods,” said Troy Mayor
Patrick Madden. RPA is so grateful for this
opportunity to work together toward a resilient
Poesten Kill watershed. %



F

». -alj,.. i_; > = &

The Po&ten Kill flows fowé miles from*’l-‘}yken PonéIJn E'é"?lln and thﬁh the City of Troy, where it enters
the Hudson.,,Rlver Its. watel;fhe covers 96 square miles, incl g portions of the towns i Poestenkill,
Grafton, Brunswick, Sanc:lr Lake, Berlin, arﬁ’&e ley ofTroy: Re%on ild trout habitat in the upper reaches

»

is one of th goalg.ofth;s project. %.- 1B 4 "_ /

i

-

Land trusts across the country are working with landowners and their communities to identify
ways to help slow down, and adapt to, climate change. To help slow down climate change, New
York State has set a goal of reducing carbon emissions from fossil fuels by 50% over the next 15
years. Research is documenting that trees, soils, and grasslands, if managed appropriately, can be
an important part of the solution by storing carbon pollution.

Grant funding for the one-year watershed resiliency study is a step in that direction. Funding has
been provided by the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation’s Hudson River
Estuary Program, with support from the NYS Environmental Protection Fund, in cooperation with
the New England Interstate Water Pollution Control Commission.

The viewpoints expressed here do not necessarily represent those of NEIWPCC or NYSDEC, nor does mention of trade names, commercial products,
or causes constitute endorsement or recommendation for use.
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"I didn't know dragonflies were born in the water

Haley shrieked with excitement as she peered at
a thumb-sized predacious diving beetle in her net.
“What IS that?!” a chorus of students from West
Sand Lake Elementary School asked. For Haley and
her classmates, it was a bit of shock. But for her
smiling outdoor educators, it was just another day of
surprises in a new program for local schools hosted
by Rensselaer Youth Outdoors.

“"Rensselaer Youth Outdoors gets kids
out investigating the aquatic life and forests
and animal adaptations. And they love it!”

Across the country we hear the mantra about
the importance of engaging students in science.
Yet here, close to home, that’s been easier said than
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done. Our local schools in the capital district often
find themselves teaching scientific concepts in an
abstract manner at a time when many students are
more and more disengaged with nature and the out-
of-doors.

That’s changing with a pilot program funded
by people like you, our members and supporters.
Thanks to you, Rensselaer Youth Outdoors — a
partnership between Rensselaer Plateau Alliance,
Dyken Pond Environmental Education Center,
Grafton Lakes State Park, and local schools — is
able to bring kids outdoors to experience their
curriculum first hand. The program also gets
teachers into nature for trainings such as Project
Wild, a nature-based curriculum and activity guide.



“I often see kids disengaged when we’re
talking about things like the water cycle in class,”
explains a 3rd grade teacher at Berlin Elementary
School. This program gets them out investigating
the aquatic life and forests and animal adaptations.
And they love it!”

Funding for the program allows schools to
bus classes out to natural areas owned by the
Rensselaer Plateau Alliance as well as Dyken
Pond Environmental Education Center and
Grafton Lakes State Park. The cost of supplies like
microscopes and field thermometers— a critical part
of exploration and discovery — are also covered.

“These kids are our future—and the
land and water is theirs. Our task is to
make sure that all kids in Rensselaer
County, and their families, have access to
these special places.”

The Rensselaer Youth Outdoors pilot program
served 3rd grade classrooms from Berlin, West
Sand Lake, Sand Lake, and Poestenkill Elementary
Schools this spring, and there’s a host of year-round
programs for the public.

Jim Bonesteel, RPA’s executive director, explains
a growing trend happening on the national level,
“Land trusts are realizing that their pledge to conserve
land for generations is only as strong as those who
care about local lands and waters. These kids are our
future—and the land and water is theirs. Our task is to
make sure that all kids in Rensselaer County, and their
families, have access to these special places.”

In the coming year, we look forward to working
with our community to bring the joy of learning
through nature to additional school districts, including
in urban areas of Rensselaer County.

Back at the water, Haley and her classmates
had another thrill. Among the aquatic invertebrates
they’d collected for close-up study was a dragonfly
nymph. This stocky critter looked nothing like the
graceful dragonfly it would become. “I didn’t know
dragonflies were born in the water!” said Haley’s
classmate Jacob.

It’s moments like these, with Haley and Jacob,
that all your support and caring really shines. You
are helping to bring new outdoor experiences to
Rensselaer County youth, and the future is brighter
because of it. ¥

Rensselaer Youth Outdoors is a project of the Children’s Forest Program. In addition to the generosity of individuals,
funding for this program comes from the Land Trust Alliance-DEC New York State Partnership Program, Ann Allen
Cetrino Family Foundation, Kelly Family Cuidiu Foundation, the U.S. Forest Service, the Connect Kids to Parks Field
Trip Grant Program (funded through the Environmental Protection Fund), and Friends of Dyken Pond. This kind of
collaboration makes long-term conservation possible now and for future generations.
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“Nature is not a place to visit. It is home.
- Gary Snyder
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Big Beaver Bog is just one of the
features that makes the Poestenkill
Community Forest amazing. The wetland
hosts six county-rare plants and abundant
wildlife.

Poestenkill Community Forest

Recently, through the process of
surveying the entire Community Forest, we
discovered that several acres of Big Beaver
does not actually belong to RPA. As it
turns out, 10 acres we’d thought were part
of the Community Forest actually belong
to the neighboring property owner, Mike
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After this discovery, Mike generously
offered us a bargain sale for his entire 86-acre parcel. This is an incredible opportunity — not only would
we gain full access to the bog and be able to protect the rare plants, but the Community Forest would gain
a corridor connecting it to extensive conserved Cowee lands, building toward the goal of larger intact
forestlands. The benefits to wildlife would be many, and the corridor would also allow the Community Forest
to connect to the Trail Vision core trail. All we need to do is raise the money to close on the land and also pay
off a lien on the land - $41,000 in all. We’ve already received a lot of generous support from members.

We’d love for you to consider contributing to the campaign for this significant addition to the Poestenkill
Community Forest in addition to your annual membership gift. To learn more, call Jim at 518-712-9211.

The 2018-19 Thursday Lecture Series features people of interest who live — or have lived —in a
Rensselaer Plateau town. There’s so much to learn! Join us. Lectures are held at 7 PM at Sand Lake
Town Hall on the 2nd Thursday of each month unless otherwise noted. The series Kicks off on Friday,
September 14, See more information and a full schedule at www.rensselaerplateau.org/rpa-lecture-series.

November 8": Hellen Ellett, Grafton, Firetower Observer. Presented by Dick Gibbs, Chair of the Friends
of Grafton Lakes State Park Dickenson Hill Fire Tower restoration project in 2012.

December 13*: Judith Enck, Poestenkill, Environmental Policy Expert and recent Regional Administrator
of US Region 2.



2017 Income

B Individual contributions (general)
$237,288 ($61.471 in 2016)
Government Grants
$195,000 ($36.900 in 2016)
Individual contributions (restricted)
$150,000 ($50.000 in 2016)
Special Events Income
$20,135 ($19,002 in 2016)
Other Income
$9,716 ($2.046 in 2016)
[ Foundation and Trust Grants
$4.500 ($12,546 in 2016)

Total $616,639 ($181.965 in 2016)

2017 Expense

B Program Services
$137,170 ($70.847 in 2016)
Fundraising
$31,090 ($10,524 in 2016)
Management and General
$27.477 ($17436in2016)

Total $195,737 ($98.807 in 2016)
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10,300 acres
conserved on the
Rensselaer Plateau

20 bird species
indentified in the

Poestenkill Community

Forest spring census

2,600 hours of
volunteer time & talent

4 miles of new
trails created

If you’d like to help ensure a bright future on
Rensselaer Plateau, with forests and wetlands protected
and accessible, consider making a planned gift. Options for
planned giving include leaving a gift of any size in your will
or making a planned donation of real estate. If you’d like to
discuss options, please contact Jim Bonesteel at 518 — 712 —
9211 for a confidential discussion. If you’ve already included
the Rensselaer Plateau Alliance in your will, we’d love to hear
about it so we can thank you in person.



“Monthly giving allows us to give back in a way that we can manage.
And we get so much more than a good feeling — we take advantage of hikes
and lectures year-round and so it’s great to be able to contribute to the RPA
community, too.”

— Kate Lovering, Monthly Donor to Rensselaer Plateau Alliance

Monthly Giving makes an impact
You can make it happen every day, all year long

When it comes to conservation, giving comes from the heart. And there are so many ways that
RPA members express their caring for the Rensselaer Plateau. For some, giving on a monthly basis is a
meaningful option, and is so helpful to RPA as we plan and budget throughout the year. Knowing we can
count on this regular, sustaining support means so much.

We thank all our monthly donors for expressing their passion for conservation on the plateau in this
way! Want to become a monthly donor? Visit us at www.rensselaerplateau.org/donate.

Thank you, monthly heroes!

Jean and Jeffrey Briggs

Francille Egbert

Challen E Hammer

Elizabeth Reid

Garreth Santosuosso

Rik and Wendy Scarce

Kate Lovering and August Schneeberg
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Thanks to all who made 2017 a wonderful year for co

Your support each year makes it possible to protect the natural beauty
Individual Members, Businesses & Organizations, Foundations, and In Kind-Donations for fi

Individual Members

Adam and Joseph Acquario

Barbara Ahern and W. Conard
Holton

David Aikens

Kevin and Mary Albert

Nenad Aleksic

Jack Alexander and Lyn Howard

Kathy and Marty Andrews

Regina and Bill Andrews

Robin Andrews and Chris
Lastovicka

Donald Anthony

Maria Arroyo

Mary Aylward

Stuart Bartow

Robert Bayly and Catherine Karp

Gerald Beer

Andy Beers and Beth Meer

Matthew Bender and Phoebe

Alex Cooper

Constance Cooper

John and Sue Corey

Paul and Barbara Counterman
Ellen Crane and Peter Murdoch
Trisha Cuzdey

Barbara Davis

Cara and Asa Davis

Jim and Sandra de Waal Malefyt
Linda Dellea

Fred and Mona DeMay

John and Stephanie Deyo

Rose Dill

Michael Dirac and Maria Gomez
Anne and Patrick Donnelly

Joe Durkin

Carolyn Durnin and John Durlin
Wendy Dwyer

Francille Egbert

Michael Schwarz and Tanja Eise

Marc Gerstman

Maureen and John Giannone

Dick and Shari Gibbs

Edward Gill and Patricia Oleaga

Jane and Neil Golub

J. and Lisbeth Gontier

Jim and Peggy Goold

Linda and John Gowdy

Christopher Graham

Tom Grant

Robert and Joan Graves

Lorraine and Michael Greaney

Barbara Grimm

James Gumaer

Alejandro Gutierrez and Lucia
Skwarek

Ingrid Haeckel

Mary Hall and F Michael Hall

Challen E. Hammer

Marcia Hanson

Ellen and Bill Jennings

Kathy and Vince Jimino
Robert Juenger

Barbara Kamm

Patricia Kane

Tari Karbowski

Deb and Bill Kelly

Laura Kelly

Matt and Mary Kelly

Karen Kennette

Walter and Theresa Kersch
Pamela Klarsfeld

Ted Klarsfeld

Terry Klein

Bear Kosik

Robin Krumanocker

Mark and Katharine Kulchock
Betsey Kuzia and Steve Trimm
Thomas Lansing

Sally Lawrence

“"Every individual matters. Every individual has a role to play.

Every individual makes a difference.”

Powell Bender

Scott Bendett

Christina and Edward Blanchard
Thierry Blanchet

Tom and Susan Blandy

Jim Bonesteel and Jill Rembetski
Mark and Pamela Bonesteel
Meredith and David Borland
Linda and Terry Brennan

Jeffrey and Jean Briggs

Selmer and Elizabeth Bringsjord
Heather and Rob Bruce
Geraldine Butkus

Cheryl Cammer

Wendy and Peter Carey

Kevin and Larie Carpenter
Robert Carpenter and Joan Gross
Heidi and Chungchin Chen
Ellen Chernoff

Seth Cohen

Janet Cohn

Sarah Colwill

Bonnie Cook

Michelle Elliot

Fred Erickson

Rick Face

Priscilla Fairbank and Owen
Goldfarb

David Farren

Linda Filarecki

Mark and Kimberly Fine

Steven and Lucia Fischer

David and Carolyn Fleming

Barbara Flindt

David and Patricia Flint

Carsten and Rita Floess

Arthur Fontjin

Daniel Frament

W. Franklin

Edward French

Stephen and Elizabeth Fry

Joan Fuess

Peggy Funderburke

Sheryl Galinski

Rachelle and Mike Gates

Marjorie Geiger
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- Jane Goodall
William Hardy Douglas and Carol Leith
Rebecca Harrison Kevin Lippitt
David and Suzanne Hauber Mary MacDonald
Dave Hintermeier Diane and Brian Mahar
Stanley and June Hmielenski Linda Maier and Bob Mayo

Thea Hoeth

Drew and Linda Holcomb

Tim and Janice Holt

Marcia Hopple

Alice and Harold Howard

Susan Taylor and Lawrence
Howard

Lisa and Pierce Hoyt

Kathy Hubbs

Holly Huzar

David and Diane Hyldelund

Naomi Ingalls

Dominic and Terrilee Jacangelo

Linda Jach

Roy and Pamela Jacobson

Ken James

Melodee James

Tim James

John Mastromarchi

James Matzdorf

Fred and Lani McCagg
Mark and Sherry McClenahan
Gene and Susan McClaren
John Meierhoffer

John and Marney Mesch
Vicki and Alan Michaels
Sheila Millea

Jim Miller

Robert and Jennifer Morrell
Merideth Mueller

Pat and John Mulligan
Edward Murphy

Daniel Nerenberg

Bill and Liz Niemi

David and Diana Nuss
Chester and Karen Opalka



nservation on the Rensselaer Plateau.

and vital resources of this special reglon for today and for the future.
scal year January 1, 2017 to December.34;2017.*

Sarah Parks and Jaron Kuppers

Jennifer Peabody

Deborah and Steven Pentak

Nancy and Michael Perry

Ken Phelps

Tom Phillips and Margaret
(Peggy) Phillips

Susan Poisson-Dollar and Gerard
Dollar

Stacey Rattner and Kevin
Civerolo

Gary Toth and Pamela Rehak

Nancy Reich

Elizabeth Reid

Rachel Riemann Akera

Filomena Riganti

Steven Roberts

Neil and Susan Roberts

Leonard Roginski

Karen and Jeffrey Ross

Mark Rubenstein

Garreth Santosuosso

Peter Sanzen and Sheila Mahan

Snezana Savcic-Freeman

Rik and Wendy Scarce

Todd Scheuermann

August Schneeberg and Kate
Lovering

Paul and Bethany Schroeder

Fritz and Anne Schwaller

William and Gwendolyn Schwarz

Bill Shorter

Elizabeth and John Siedhoff

Yusuf Silk

Donna Simms

Tom Simons

Claes and Martha Sjogreen

Kathy and Larry Skinner

James Slavin

Freling Smith and Linda Griffin

Carol Smith-Barrell

John and Rosemarie Sniezyk

Alana Sparrow

Deb Spicer

Becky Raymond and Mike Stangl

Robert and Eileen Stegemann

Marcy Steinberg

Dolores Stojak

Jan Storm and William
Millington

Karen and Todd Strong

Janet and John Stutzman

Cathy and Charles Sullivan

Janet Taylor

Frank and Elizabeth Therrien

Gary Thomann

Mary Thomas and Richard
Matturro

Linda and Michael Toohey

Lee Traver

Barb Treiber

William Trompeter and Cheryl
Mungo

Kimberly and Paul Tucci

Chris Utzig

Kay and Bill Valentino

Arthur and Sandra Venne

Julia and Eric Vogel

Mary Jo and Gary Von Bieberstein

Phil and Valerie Walton

Roy Walton

Darrell Welch

Robert Whitby

Carl and Laura Weidemann

Holly Willis Nicoll

Pat Harrington and George Wilson

Kim and Jim Wilson

Jeanine Wisniewski

David Wolcott and Caroline
Leising

Nate Gilbraith and Gerlinde Wolf

Peter Wood

Barbara Wyman

Jim Wysocki

Wendy York Briggs

Kristina and Mark Younger

Brian Zweig

Businesses

Absolute T- Shirt Printing &
Embroidery

aGatherin’

Anchor No. 5 Boutique

Burden Lake Country Club

Callanan Industries, Inc.

Champlain Area Trails

DeChants, Fuglein & Johnson,
LLP

Dyken Pond

Farm Credit East

Harvest Spirits

Katie Nare Jewelry

Key Bank

Legenbauer Gas and Oil

Millers Automotive

Murray Insurance Group

Nancy Noble Gardner
Photography

Old Daley on Crooked Lake

Open Space Institute

Paulson Wood Products, Inc

Pineridge Cross Country Ski
Center

Pioneer Bank

Positive Motion Physical
Therapy

Pro Card Market

Ramblewild

Rock ‘n’ Snow

Sand Lake Center for the Arts

Skinner’s Sugarbush

SPLAKE Holding Corp.

Steiner’s Sports

Steve Polaro Gravel

Sweater Venture

Tomhannock Bicycles

Union Mutual Fire Insurance

Whistling Kettle

Foundations,
Grants, and

Funding Programs

Ann Allen Cetrino Family
Foundation

Kelly Family Cuidiu Foundation

Land Trust Alliance

New York State Conservation
Partnership Program

New York State Environmental
Protection Fund

Split Rock Charitable
Foundation

Donated

Professional Services
Judy Anderson
Katie Belton
Jessie Casey
Brendan Gallivan

L ——

Gundrum Logging and
Lumber

Lawrence Howard

David Hunt

Rachel Riemann

Nate Simms

Mary Spring, Spring Forestry

Wally Stock & Stock Piano
Service

Sarah Parks, Amala
Consulting

Doug Williams

In Kind Gifts

Jim Bonesteel and Jill
Rembetski

Barbara Boughton

Warren Broderick

Geraldine Butkus

Tom and Barb Chesnut

Fred and Mona DeMay

Rebecca Harrison

Melodee James

Logan Kline

Steve Polaro

Snezana Savcic-Freeman

Kathy Skinner

Judith Schreiber

Tom Slavin
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A special thank you
...to landowners who have
sold their land below

market value in 2017 — this
generosity of spirit allows
conservation to happen

where we need it most:

Kevin and Mary Albert

BLUE Denotes members of
Woods & Water Heritage
Circle ($1,000 and up)

PURPLE Denotes Monthly
Donors
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www.rensselaerplateau.org

n Rensselaer Plateau Alliance

Sign up for our free eNews at
www.rensselaerplateaualliance.org

Board of Directors
Rachel Riemann Akera
Jeff Briggs
Fred DeMay, President
Jim de Waal Malefyt
Francille Egbert, Secretary
David Farren
Richard Gibbs, Vice President
Sharon Gibbs
Alice Howard
Lawrence Howard
Pam Jacobson
Walter Kersch, Treasurer
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AuguetSchneebesg There’s fun for you this fall_.

Board of Advisors
Vsl e There as so many ways to connect with your community
David Borland and enjoy time with your friends and family outdoors! Visit
Marc Gerstman www.rensselaerplateau.org to see the many fall offerings
Lisa Hoyt co-sponsored by RPA and our partner Rensselaer Land Trust.
David Hunt )
Chet Opalka oth Annual Rensselaer Plateau Traverse Hike
Teri Ptacek September 22-23:
David Sampson Hike 27-34 miles across the Rensselaer Plateau over 2 days through
Wesley Slyke various terrain. Enjoy the company of hardy hikers. $10 donation/day.
Karen Strong Contact: annie @rensselaerplateau.org.
Gary Thomann

John Bulmer Nature Photography Workshop

October 13, 4:30pm — 7pm, Tomhannock Reservoir:

Join professional photographer and filmmaker John Bulmer on a hike
along the Tomhannock Reservoir. Space is limited. $10 donation.
Contact: Sally Lawrence, (518) 674 — 2669.

Staff

Jim Bonesteel, Executive Director

Annie Jacobs, Communications &
Development Associate

Dom Gieras, Database
Administrator

Jaimy George, Rensselaer Youth
Outdoors Program Coordinator

Wreath Making

November 10, 11am and 1:30 pm (2 sessions):

Make a fragrant balsam wreath to last the entire season with a variety
Design by Katie Belton of fresh greens. Supplies and greens included in $20 fee.

Cover photo by Nate Simms Contact: Francille Egbert (518) 674-3214, fran.egbert@gmail.com.



